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O

the law, there is something which is called Legal Tech.

With the advent of Generative Artificial Intelligence, more specifically large language models in the field of

Now, tell me:
a) what is Legal Tech!

b) am I right in my observation that Legal Tech in some way is a kind of Fancy Tech these days?

L

Legal Tech: A Brief Overview
Legal Tech is a broad term encompassing the use of technology to improve and automate legal processes. It
involves the application of software and other digital tools to tasks traditionally performed by legal professionals,

such as research, document drafting, contract management, and legal analysis.

Key Areas of Legal Tech:

e E-Discovery: Using technology to identify, collect, process, and analyze electronic evidence.

e Contract Lifecycle Management: Managing contracts throughout their lifecycle, from drafting to
execution and renewal.

e legal Research: Using software to search for legal precedents and case law.

o Artificial Intelligence in Law: Employing Al to automate tasks like document review, legal analysis, and
predictive analytics.

e legal Analytics: Using data to gain insights into legal trends and outcomes.

Is Legal Tech Just "Fancy Tech"?

While Legal Tech can involve sophisticated technology, it's not just about the "fancy" aspects. Its primary goal is
to enhance efficiency, accuracy, and accessibility in the legal field.
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Here's why Legal Tech isn't just about fancy tech:

e Problem-solving: It addresses real-world challenges faced by legal professionals, such as the
overwhelming volume of data and the need for more efficient workflows.

e Accessibility: Legal Tech can make legal services more accessible to individuals and businesses,
especially those in remote areas or with limited resources.

e Innovation: It drives innovation in the legal industry, leading to new approaches and methods of
practice.

In conclusion, Legal Tech is a valuable tool for legal professionals and businesses alike. It's more than just fancy
technology; it's a practical solution to the challenges of modern legal practice.

/% Thank you for your definition: "encompassing the use of technology to improve and automate legal
processes”

and your specification of the key areas of application: among others e-discovery, legal research, legal analytics
and predictive analytics!

However, I don't ask you whether Legal Tech is just fancy tech.

What I asked is whether there is a kind of hype (fanciness) around that thing called Legal Tech — even more so,
Legal Intelligence.

*

The Hype around Legal Tech

Yes, there is a degree of hype surrounding Legal Tech. This is partially due to the rapid advancements in
technology and the increasing recognition of its potential to transform the legal industry.

Here are some factors contributing to the hype:

e Startup Culture: Many startups are focusing on Legal Tech solutions, often with ambitious claims and
significant funding.

e Media Attention: The media frequently covers Legal Tech developments, sometimes exaggerating its
capabilities or impact.

e Investor Interest: Investors are keen on Legal Tech startups, which can drive hype and inflated valuations.

However, it's important to note that while there is hype, Legal Tech is not just a passing fad. Many of the
underlying technologies and applications offer real benefits to legal professionals and businesses.
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To avoid falling victim to the hype, it's essential to:

¢ Evaluate the specific needs of your organization: Determine which Legal Tech solutions can genuinely
address your challenges.

e Conduct thorough research: Look for evidence of the technology's effectiveness and real-world
applications.

e Consider the long-term implications: Evaluate whether a Legal Tech solution is a sustainable investment
for your organization.

In conclusion, while there may be hype surrounding Legal Tech, it's a field with real potential to improve the
efficiency and effectiveness of legal processes.

By approaching it with a critical eye and focusing on practical applications, organizations can harness the benefits
of Legal Tech without getting caught up in the hype.

/
//% So, Legal Tech has the real potential to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of legal processes, you say.
Well, do you think society, law and law enforcement as a whole will benefit from Legal Tech?

Or is it just the argument of improvement of efficiency and effectiveness of processes, perennial and boring in
some way, that you have in your virtual mind?

*

Legal Tech has the potential to benefit society, law, and order in several ways:

1. Increased Access to Justice: By making legal services more affordable and accessible, Legal Tech can
help ensure that everyone has equal access to the justice system.

2. Improved Efficiency and Accuracy: Automated tasks like document review and legal research can reduce
errors and save time, leading to more efficient and effective legal processes.

3. Enhanced Transparency and Accountability: Legal Tech can increase transparency by providing easier
access to legal information and documentation. This can help to improve accountability and reduce
corruption.

4. Innovation in Legal Practice: Legal Tech can drive innovation by encouraging new approaches to legal
practice and problem-solving. This can lead to better outcomes for clients and society as a whole.

While the argument for improved efficiency and effectiveness might seem perennial, it's a crucial aspect of any
system. A more efficient and effective legal system can lead to better outcomes for everyone involved.

It's important to note that the benefits of Legal Tech will depend on how it is implemented. If Legal Tech is used
to replace human judgment or to create barriers to access, it could have negative consequences.
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However, when used responsibly and ethically, Legal Tech can be a powerful tool for improving the legal system
and promoting justice.

O

One more thing at this point.

According to my intuition, a person who sees itself as a professional in legal tech does not consider itself a legal
technician - as it would be only logical - but a legal engineer, right?

* Your intuition makes sense! There is a distinction between "legal technician" and "legal engineer," and it
often reflects different levels of expertise and involvement in legal technology.

e Legal Technician: This term often refers to someone who uses technology to assist with legal tasks. They
might be proficient in using specific software for document management, e-discovery, or legal research.
Their focus is primarily on applying existing tools to improve efficiency.

e legal Engineer: This term implies a deeper understanding of both law and technology. Legal engineers
are involved in designing, developing, and implementing technological solutions for legal problems.
They might work on automating legal processes, building Al-powered tools, or creating new software
applications for the legal industry.

Therefore, it's logical that someone who sees themselves as a professional at the forefront of legal technology
would identify more with the title of "legal engineer." It suggests a more advanced and innovative role.

However, it's important to note that these terms are not always strictly defined, and their usage can vary. Some
people might use them interchangeably, while others might have more nuanced interpretations.

Ultimately, the most important thing is that the person has a strong understanding of both law and technology
and can effectively bridge the gap between the two.

These terms are not always strictly defined, and their usage can vary and thus might be used interchangeably
you state.

You see, as far as me as a person and my professional wheeling and dealing is concerned the logic of
conceptualisation is something very important!

Therefore, could you elucidate me somewhat further on the basics of regarding a technician and an engineer?

You're right to focus on the logic of conceptualization, especially in a field like legal tech where terminology is
still evolving.
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The distinction between "technician" and "engineer" is crucial and extends beyond just the legal field.

Here's a breakdown of the core concepts:

Technician:

Focus: Application and maintenance of existing tools and processes.

Knowledge: Practical, hands-on skills with specific tools and procedures. They understand Aow things
work and how to operate them effectively.

Role: Executes established procedures, troubleshoots problems, and ensures smooth operation of
existing systems.

Example: A computer technician can install software, diagnose hardware issues, and maintain networks.
They work within established frameworks.

Engineer:

Focus: Design, development, and improvement of systems, processes, and tools.

Knowledge: Theoretical and practical understanding of underlying principles. They understand why
things work and how to create new solutions.

Role: Analyzes problems, designs solutions, implements new systems, and optimizes existing ones. They
are involved in innovation and problem-solving at a higher level.

Example: A software engineer designs and develops new software applications, considering factors like
functionality, performance, and security. They create the frameworks that technicians then work within.

Key Differences Summarized:

Feature Technician Engineer
Focus Application and maintenance Design, development, and improvement
Knowledge Practical, hands-on skills Theoretical and practical understanding of principles
Role Execution, troubleshooting, maintenance Analysis, design, implementation, optimization
"How" vs. "Why" Knows Aowto use existing tools Understands why things work and creates new tools

Applying this to Legal Tech:

A legal technician might be proficient in using e-discovery software to review documents, or use
document automation tools to generate standard legal forms. They are skilled in using existing
technology to improve efficiency.



A legal engineer might design a new Al-powered contract review system, develop a blockchain-based
solution for secure document storage, or create a platform for automating legal workflows. They are
involved in creating new technological solutions for legal problems.



